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Scholarships Policy

Reviewed August 2025

Purpose

The National Youth Theatre (NYT) is committed to ensuring access to our programmes for
all young people, regardless of financial circumstance. Our scholarship programme provides
opportunities for participants who may otherwise be unable to join due to financial barriers.

Current Situation

At present, scholarship applications do not exceed the number of available places. This
means we are able to offer support to all eligible applicants. However, in anticipation of
future growth, this policy outlines the process and criteria that will apply if applications
exceed available capacity.

Application Requirements

To apply for a scholarship, applicants must provide:

1. A Letter of Endorsement
o Ideally written by a school teacher or another respected member of the
community who knows the applicant well.
o The letter should explain why the endorser believes the applicant would
benefit from participating in the NYT programme.
o The letter must include the endorser’s full name and contact details, so that
NYT can follow up if more information is required.
2. Applicant Details
o Applicants should send their personal details and the letter of endorsement by
email to: scholarships@nyt.nz

Once received, applications will be reviewed by NYT. Where capacity allows, we will work to
find a place for every eligible applicant. Capacities differ for each region, and are reviewed
regularly.
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Selection Criteria (if applications exceed capacity)

In the event that the number of applications exceeds the available scholarships, the following
criteria will be applied to prioritise selection:

1. Strength of Endorsement
o The degree to which the letter of endorsement demonstrates that the
applicant would significantly benefit from participation.
2. Demonstrated Need
o Consideration of the applicant’s financial circumstances and barriers to
participation. NB our policy is to not engage in means testing.
3. Commitment and Engagement
o Evidence (from the endorser or previous involvement) of the applicant’s
enthusiasm, reliability, and willingness to contribute positively to the NYT
community.
4. Diversity and Inclusion
o NYT is committed to supporting a broad and diverse range of participants. We
will take into account equitable representation across regions, schools, and
communities.
5. Special Circumstances
o Where relevant, consideration may be given to applicants with additional
challenges or needs, to ensure equitable access to opportunities.

Decision-Making
e Scholarship applications will be assessed by NYT’s scholarship panel, comprising
members of the management and/or governance team.

e All applicants will be notified of the outcome via email.
e Decisions are final and cannot be appealed.

Review of Policy

This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it continues to reflect NYT’s values, capacity,
and commitment to accessibility.
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